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Amendments to Th e Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listing, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (currently amended) : A method for managing network 
coiitiyuj-aLion dat?r ^he reconfirmation of a network in the eve nt 
of a networv failure wherein con f igurati on data may have been 
lost, the network comprising a plurality of first type computers 
having a limited function range excluding at least a self-boot 
process and being bootable by a second type computer having a 
respective extended function range, said method comprising: 

sending location information about the first type computer 
such that a respective second type computer may receive itj. 

rpsnonsive to said loc«t-.ion in form atio n, booting said first 
type computer under rh* contr o l of said second type computer ^ 
^rinHinailv sending c o nfiguration informal-ion from said 
first tvoA computer t-o said s econd type computer? and 

In the event said sec o nd t-.vpe computer fails such that 
configuration infor m ation of said networK may have been lost ,. 
restarting ««<ri secon d ty»e computer and collating configuration 
information from the configuration information periodically sent 
from said first type computer to said seconri type computer, 
thereby enabling sa id network to he reconfigured . 

2. (original): The method according to claim 1 in which said 
location information is included into boot messages usable 
between first type and second type computers according to a 
predetermined network communication protocol. 
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3 The method according claim 2 wherein sajd configuration 
^^Hon P e r<~"~nv *™t ^ said first fama computer to 

*gcond t yr» mmnuter is in Infoboot messages and further 
comprising: 

including current status information about the first type 
computer into said Infoboot messages having the same format as 

said boot messages; and 

periodically sending current status information in said 
infoboot messages after a successful boot of the first type 
computer. 

4. (currently amended) : The method according to claim 3- 3 
further comprising providing a flagging means in said boot 
message for distinguishing between said boot message and said 
Infoboot message. 

5. (original): The method according to claim 1 wherein said 
location information is included into boot messages according to 
the BootP protocol. 

6 (currently amended) : A method for manuring natworlr 
ou iili y uration fefe frr fltf reconfi guration of * network in the event 
of a networv failurg a fe er^g configuration data may have been 
lost, the network comprising a plurality of first type computers 
having a limited function range excluding at least a self-boot 
process and being bootable by a second type computer having a 
respective extended function range, said method comprising: 

collecting first-type-computer-related location and /or 
status information from a plurality of locations in the network 
by evaluating messages sent out by the first type computers; **** 

storing said location and /or status informations 
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B e £ j lQ dically sending said nrst-typp-compnt^r-related 
formation fr o - said first SflM compute^ to said second t, 

<>nmpucer ; and . . 

in ^ gv^it said se c ond Sffig computer fails such that said 

losatipn /or status information may have been lost, , 

^gstartina sajd second ^ computer and collec tin g and airing 
lotion and /or status information per iodic ally, sent from 
..t* fir ft r. tvr compute^ t o_said second type, computer after the . 
failure of sa i d second rvn. computer, frharphy enabling ^id 
nfttwork to be re ^orif loured . 

7 (original) : The method according to claim 6 wherein said 
second type computer is a server, and further comprising us.ng 
the location information for determining the server's own network 
location. 

8 (original) : The method according to claim 7 further 
comprising collecting said information in a dedicated database. 

9 (original) : The method according to claim 8 further 
comprising setting up a network configuration description 
according to the stored information. 

10 (original) -. The method according claim 9 further comprising, 
after a second- type- computer- related operation disruption, 
evaluating current status and /or location information associated 
with said first type computers before other messages. 

11 (original) : The method according to claim 6 further 
comprising consistently operating second type server computers 
serving first type embedded controller computers in an enterprise 
network . 
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12 (original) : The method according to claim 6 further 
comprising operating second type server computers serving first 
type embedded controller computers in a computer-controlled 
industry plant- 

13 (currently amended) : An apparatus .uuUiuJ fuj mnnnginq 
^^.^^^^ for the reconfi guration of a network 
^ the event * network f ailure whe rein confi guration data may 
>^, 0 hP^n lost , said apparatus comprising; 

a plurality of first type computers having a limited 
function range excluding at least a self -boot process; 

a second type computer having a respective extended function 
range, said first type computers being bootable by said second 

type computer; eaad 

a transmitter sending location information about the first 
type computer such that a respective second type computer may 

receive it± , , . ^ 

, bootin g BrojgSfiJ r* T™«"« to »«™ ISS^n information 
honrina gajd fjrs£ tvoe computer under the control of sard 

second txme co mputers 

rr,n S mi t^r ^riodicallv sending configuration 
informal f rom said fiat EYPg computer to sajd second type 
computer : and 

„ ..^p^inc ^nitv for restarting said second type , 
como^tes in t he event .aid segpng type comouter fails such that 
^finnrati^ informatio n of said net work may have been lost ^ 

re.tart ^ g danism for restarting said second type 
CSffiSU^: and sollgg^illfl gfinfj miration inf ormation from the 
^fiaurati o - ^f^r.ion periodically sont from said first type 
^^r to — ri computer, the reb y cabling said 

^t-^r-v rp be reconfigured. 
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14 (original) : The apparatus according to claim 13 in which 
said location information is included into boot messages usable 
between first type and second type computers according to a 
predetermined network communication protocol . 

15 (currently amended) : The apparatus according claim 14 
therein said ^nf ^uration informaHon perio d r«n Y sent from 

fi^r. t yp- ™mr»^r to s*irt second fcyg e com puter is xn 
infoboot messages and further comprising: 

a facility including current status information about the 
first type computer into said infoboot messages having the same 
format as said boot messages; and 

a facility periodically sending current status information 
in said infoboot messages after a successful boot of the first 
type computer. 

16 (currently amended) : The apparatus according to claim ** 15. 
further comprising a flag in said boot message for distinguishing 
between said boot message and said Infoboot message - 

17 (original) : The apparatus according to claim 13 wherein said 
location information is included into boot messages according to 
the BootP protocol- 

18 (currently amended) : An apparatus for l u uuayiau no n m rl r 
cu uIi y uJ L ULl ET, Z* *r rtm rnrnnf i c mrnH on of ft network in the , event 
^ a network wherein oonf 1 guration n*t* may have been 
1 QSC , che network comprising a plurality of first type computers 
having a limited function range excluding at least a self-boot 
process and being bootable by a second type computer having a 
respective extended function range, said apparatus comprising: 

An evaluator collecting first-type-computer-related location 
and /or status information from a plurality of locations in the 
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network by evaluating messages sent out by the first type 
computers ; end 

a memory storing said location and /or status information^ 
§ transmitter in sajd first type comB uters peri odically 
said. £ir , t - t^omputer-r.1at.n information from saxd 
fir^ type so mBUtgXi £0 said Sjgcond, tvnP computer; an d 

a r^ar^ facilit y in .said second type computer for 
^■^in fl s a<* ^ tvoe c-ompnter in the event of a failure 
^ ^t. .ai d i^Hnn „nd /or st.tue info rmal on ma y have been 
Iggt sa^ re — ^ facility collecting and borin g said location 
status oeriofli rally sent from said first type , 

to s ^* — ^ ^ after th» failure of saxd 

tvne com eutex, thereby enabling s*in network to be 
reconfigured . 

19 (original) : The apparatus according to claim 18 wherein said 
second type computer is a server, and further comprising using 
che location information for determining the server's own network 
location. 

20. (original): The apparatus according to claim 19 further 
comprising said evaluator collecting said information in a 
dedicated database. 

21 (original) : The apparatus according to claim 20 further 
comprising setting up a network configuration description 
according to the stored information. 

22. (original): The apparatus according claim 21 further 
comprising, after a second-type-computer-related operation 
disruption, evaluating current status and /or location 
information associated with said first type computers before 
other messages . 
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23 (original) : The apparatus according to claim 18 further 
comprising consistently operating second type server computers 
serving first type embedded controller computers in an enterprise 
network . 

24. (original): The apparatus according to claim 18 further 
comprising operating second type server computers serving first 
type embedded controller computers in a computer-controlled 
industry plant. 

25 (currently amended) : A program product for mana gi ng netwo r k 
^ul i yui- ation clnftr ^ rrronf i gurat i on of 8 network in the even t 
^ . rework f^w* where ^ configuration da£j» may have bee n 
lost, the network comprising a plurality of first type computers 
having a limited function range excluding at least a self-boot 
process and being bootable by a second type computer havrng a 
respective extended function range, said program product 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium having recorded thereon computer 
readable program code means for performing the method comprising: 

sending location information about the first type computer 
such that a respective second type computer may receive it^ 

^ r ^i^ t-.o sa ^ inr^rlon information, bootin g sqid fir _ s _t 
^uter ^ control of *»id second type computer; 

Bgric^icallv undine c^figuratign informal on from sard 
first tvoe ^rtmnrer co <=«^ second rvr^ computer; and 

^ gygns ^id secgad tivoe computer fails such that 
c^jnf^uration ^^H m of saig network ^y hav* been lost, 
Sesjgrjuag, S^ id Second type compter and col.l ^rin g configuration 
^^r.ion f r am t&g configuration information p er iodically sent 

*»id fi ~- tvn. computer to said SP m pd type computer . 
rhpr^hv gn a bliaa network to be reconfigured - 
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26 (original) : The program product according to claim 25 in 
which said location information is included into boot messages 
usable between first type and second type computers according to 
a predetermined network communication protocol. 

27. (currently amended) : The program product according claim 25 
wherein said configu xiition inforjiation periodically sen , t from 
gaid first typ e compute r, saig second tvoe computer is in 
mo^aes and said method further comprises: 
including current status information about the first type 
computer into said infoboot messages having the same format as 

said boot messages; and 

periodically sending current status information in said 
infoboot messages after a successful boot of the first type 
computer . 

28. (currently amended): The program product according to claim 
3* 27 wherein said method further comprises providing a flagging 
means in said boot message for distinguishing between said boot 
message and said infoboot message. 

29 (original) : The program product according to claim 25 
wherein said location information is included into boot messages 
according to the BootP protocol. 

30. (currently amended) : A program product for uiunuyiiiy nctirorfc 
conflagration fln<-r>r ^ reconliguration of a nel-wor* in the event 
of a netwow failure w herein confirmation data may have been 
lost, the network comprising a plurality of first type computers 
having a limited function range excluding at least a self-boot 
process and being bootable by a second type computer having a 
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respective extended function range, said program product 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium having recorded thereon computer 
readable program code means for performing the method comprising: 

collecting first- type-computer-related location and /or 
status information from a plurality of locations in the network 
by evaluating messages sent out by the first type computers; eftd 

storing said location and /or status information^ 

BeriodicallY sgndjjig said f ir^t.-type-computer-related 
^fn^tion f rom §&id first type computers fo ^aid second typ e 
computer ,- and 

^ the event secon d rvna computer fails such that said 

lotion an^ £or *r.atus information ma y h*ve been lost ^ 
r^^rtino a * ** type computer and collecting and storing 

locatio s and ,ta«is information p eriodicall y sent from 

said first type computers to said seco nd type computer after the 
f»nm» ft of * -yp* romnuter thereby enabling said 

network to be reconfigured. 

31 (original): The program product according to claim 30 
wherein said second type computer is a server, and said method 
further comprises using the location information for determining 
the server's own network location. 

32 (original) : The program product according to claim 31 
wherein said method further comprises collecting said information 
in a dedicated database. 

33. (original): The program product according to claim 32 
wherein said method further comprises setting up a network 
configuration description according to the stored information. 
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34. (original) : The program product according claim 33 wherein 
said method further comprises, after a 

second-type-computer-related operation disruption, evaluating 
current status and /or location information associated with said 
first type computers before other messages. 

35. (original): The program product according to claim 25 
wherein said method further comprises consistently operating 
second type server computers serving first type embedded 
controller computers in an enterprise network. 

36. (original) : The program product according to claim 25 
wherein said method further comprises operating second type 
server computers serving first type embedded controller computers 
in a computer-controlled industry plant. 
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